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Blancpain Views Heightened UAE Presence as a Benchmark for Mid East Success 

Luxury horology brand doubles visibility through presence at two major Abu Dhabi events this week
Abu Dhabi, March 24, 2011- Limited edition timepieces from Blancpain will share the spotlight with luxurious superyachts docking at Yas Marina for the Abu Dhabi Yacht Show 2011 this Thursday to Saturday, as the world’s oldest watch brand marks its official watch sponsorship of the prestigious show.

Blancpain will showcase watches from its ‘Fifty Fathoms’ series, reproductions of the first modern diver’s watch, produced in 1953. 

“Our decision to partner Abu Dhabi Yacht Show is based on a mutual quest for excellence, and highlights the ties that bind Blancpain with an art of living that is shared by sea lovers across the world. At ADYS, we will present our new Fifty Fathoms Flyback Chronograph with Complete Calendar and Moon Phases, which represents the latest models in our Fifty Fathoms series and underscore our attachment to the maritime world,” said Alain Delamuraz, Vice President – Head of Marketing Blancpain.
The Swiss manufacturer has a long association with the luxury maritime world, having sponsored several prestigious international yachting events such as Informa Yacht Group’s Monaco Yacht Show, in the past decade. This year marks the ADYS sponsorship debut by the renowned horologist, a move seen as part of a more aggressive strategy to enhance its brand presence in the UAE, one of the world’s biggest markets for luxury goods. Blancpain currently has three boutiques in the UAE – one in Abu Dhabi’s Marina Mall and two in Dubai, at Dubai Mall and BurJuman.

According to a Euromonitor International study on the global luxury sector in 2010, UAE nationals and residents spent more per head on luxury goods than any other country.
As a testament to its positive outlook in the UAE, boosted by a consumer confidence index that rose this year to equal 2008 pre-crisis levels, Blancpain is also sponsoring the season opener of the FIA GT1 World Championship 2011 ‘Battle of the Brands’, which is being co-located and jointly promoted with ADYS, as a compelling luxury weekend for high net worth individuals from across the region. 

Commenting on its prestige partnership with Abu Dhabi Yacht Show, Mr Delamuraz added: “The UAE is home to a cosmopolitan and diverse global community. A presence in the UAE acts as a benchmark for success in the region and a window to other markets in this part of the world.”

ADYS organiser Informa Yacht Group (IYG) says Blancpain is a perfect fit for the superyacht show. “Blancpain is one of the most recognisable brands among yachting enthusiasts and we are delighted to have them on board this year. Both ADYS and Blancpain share a strong recognition of the role the UAE plays in leading the luxury proposition in the Middle East. ADYS provides Blancpain with an unrivalled platform to showcase its premium offering to high net worth individuals from across the region,” said Andy Treadwell, Managing Director of Informa Yacht Group (IYG). 

ADYS is held under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, and is supported by Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority (ADTA) as headline sponsor, Blancpain and HSBC Private Bank as Platinum sponsors, and Yas Hotel as the official hospitality partner.
The event will be held on March 24 – 26 at Yas Marina. Show timings are 3pm – to 9pm daily. Guests planning to visit the event are encouraged to pre-register by visiting the show’s website at www.abudhabiyachtshow.com. 

ENDS

Editors Notes:
Abu Dhabi Yacht Show 
The launch of the superyacht-centric Abu Dhabi Yacht Show in 2009, driven by Abu Dhabi’s ambitions to become one of the world’s leading marine leisure and yachting centres, has without doubt provided an international focus on the large yacht business in the Middle East

· Over 7,000 participants from around the world

· 140 exhibitors from over 30 countries

· 31 Superyachts from 25m to 100m.

· A number of multi-million dollar deals agreed

· Incorporates a top class exhibition and conference, as well as several other luxury lifestyle events.

· Invitation-only event for the world’s highest net worth individuals.

· The show is a focal point for the yachting industry, where top professionals gather together to discover this new marketplace with vast un-tapped potential.

· A highlight of the event is the “Yacht Ballet” during the spectacular Abu Dhabi Yacht Show Charity Gala Dinner

For more information and full exhibitor list, please log on to www.abudhabiyachtshow.com 

The Informa Yacht Group: Global Leaders in Yachting Events

The Informa Yacht Group is part of Informa Plc and encompasses all the company’s leisure marine events.

Informa is internationally renowned as a leading provider of information and knowledge via a wide spectrum of media. The company is also the largest publicly-owned organiser of exhibitions and conferences in the world, with between 8,000 and 10,000 events held annually in 46 countries.

As the world’s leading organiser of Business-to-Business yachting Events, Informa Yacht Group offers an industry-specific marketing platform for the luxury yachting and lifestyle sectors, through a global portfolio of exhibitions, conferences, regattas and other events:

· The Monaco Yacht Show 

· The Abu Dhabi Yacht Show 

· The Superyacht Cup, Palma & Antigua 

· The Superyacht Cup Special Edition, Cowes 2012 

· The Phuket International Boat Show 

· The World Yacht Racing Forum 

· The Yacht Racing Design & Technology Symposium 

· International Superyacht Coatings Conference 

· The Asia Superyacht Conference

· The ICOMIA World Marinas
Conference

· The Singapore Yacht Show

· The Marine Tourism
and Boating in
Asia Conference


For further information on the Informa Yacht Group, please visit the website www.informayachtgroup.com
For more information on Yas Island, please visit the website www.yasisland.ae 
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